[Differential diagnosis of left-sided thoracic venous catheters: case report of a persistent left superior vena cava].
The differential diagnosis of left-sided thoracic central venous catheters is discussed in context with the cannulation of a persistent left superior vena cava. In this case the catheter tip was seen lying to the left of the spine on frontal chest X-ray. In addition to the descending aorta, differential diagnoses are a persistent left-sided superior vena cava as well as other smaller veins such as the left internal thoracic vein, the left superior intercostal vein, or the pericardiophrenic vein. The misplacement of a venous catheter in a pericardiophrenic vein may result in a fatal pericardial tamponade.